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UGC to go the online way, to introduce open courses

Staff Reporter

E-content available with conunission will be used to implement the new system, says vice-chairman

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has decided to implement Massive Open Online Courses (MOQCs), its
vice-chairman H. Devaraj has said.

MOOCSs will help students pursue distance education in a big way, he said, adding, “We have lot of e-content and
e-patshala available with us with which we will implement the new system.”

Delivering the convocation address recently at Sathyabama University, Semmanchery, Mr. Devaraj called upon
educational institutions to concentrate more on accountahility. Over the last 60 vears, the country had achieved access
and equity in the education system, he said. “As we have achieved access and equity, we now have to bring in excellence
to the higher education system.”

Sathyabama University founder-chancellor Jeppiaar exhorted students to pursue higher education, stating that a mere
undergraduation qualification would be unlikely to fetch them the big jobs. “You should pursue higher studies and
become job-providers rather than job-seekers,” he said.

The university conferred honorary doctorate degrees on K. Sivan, project director (GSLV), Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre, ISRO, film seript-writer Arur Doss and Nagaswaram exponent Mambalam M. K.S. Siva.

A total of 1,539 undergraduate and 933 postgraduate students received their degrees, with a large number of them
being gold medallists. Besides this, 85 research scholars received their doctorate degrees.

The place ment record for 2013-14 stood at 72.83 per cent.
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THE TIMES OF INDIA
UGC directs varsities to recognize CBSE's new subjects for admission

THM | 4pr 30, 2014, 03.18 AM IST

PUNE: The University Grants Commission (UGC) has directed all universities to take appropriate steps
to recognize 13 new subjects introduced by the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) at Stds X1
and XII level for admissions to undergraduate courses.

"The CBSE has introduced various academic subjects at the senior secondary level. It is imperative that
these subjects find a reflection in the subjects already being offered at the graduate level in various
educational institutes,” UGC deputy secretary Shakeel Ahmed stated in a letter sent to vice-chancellors
of all universities on April 22.

Ahmed added, "It is important that appropriate consideration may be accorded while ad mitting
students to the undergraduate courses at the college/university level.”

A senior official at the University of Pune said, "The UGC's letter will be put up for consideration before
the appropriate bodies, including the academic council, for a decision regarding implementation.”

Sadhana Parashar, director of CBSE's acade mics, research and innovation wing, had earlier written to the UGC secretary that the 13 new subjects have
been introduced as elective /optional subjects at the senior secondary level (Stds XTI and XII).

"The scheme of studies for these new subjects is rigorous in nature and designed specially with the industry and employability avenues in mind,”
Parashar stated. For instance, the subjects can provide avenues in the legal profession, mass media, entrepreneurship, graphic design, creative writing
and translation, theatre studies and biotechnology, among others.

While some of these subjects were introduced two to three years ago, others have been introduced at the Std X1 level this year and will be a part of the
Std XII board exam for the first time in 2015.

Parashar had stressed the need for these subjects to find a reflection in the courses offered at the undergraduate level in various departments, colleges,
institutes and universities.

"This may be brought to the notice of all concerned institutes so that students face no difficulty when they pass out from Std XII. The information
brochures, prospectuses, websites or any other form of communieation may accommodate the names of these new academic subjeets, so that students
may be treated as eligible for admission to higher education as pertheir preferences,” she stated.
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Manipal grad Suri is Nokia CEO®

Su]i‘lJ-ﬂl‘lﬂ&El‘lllpaPhﬂdmsITHH

beenappointed CEQ of the

#18-billion Mokia — the
second Indian to be made
head of a major global tech-
nology company in less than
three months. Satyva MNadella
was elevated as CEO of Mi-
crosoft in February

Both Suri and Nadella are
graduates in electronics and
cormmunications at the Mani-

I ndia-born Rajeev Suri has

DESI GLOBAL CITIZEN

FULL COVERAGE: P 23

= Suri, 46, calls himself an
international citizen: born
in India, raised in Kuwait,
university in India and a
career that has invaohed
living in Singapore,
Finland, the UK
and Nigeria

»His preferred 0
cacket teamis %
Indian side led
by Dhoni

pal Instituteof Technology
Buri, 46, is widely recog-
nized as the man who turned
around MWokias ailing net-
working  business,  which
competes with China’s Hua-
wel, Sweden’s Ericsson and
France's Alcatel Lucent. Net-
working is the primary busi-
ness of the 149 vearold Finn-
15h company after it sold 1ts

flagship mobile phone divi-
sion to Microsoft]ast vear.
The appointment sent the
company's share price up by
more than T on the Helzinli
stoclk Exchmge. The company
operates in 150 countries and
has nearly 50,000 emplovess,
In an emailtoemployeesaf-
ter his appointment, Suri de-
acribed himsalf as an “inter

= Wife Nina & an entrepreneur

with offices in Singapore,

\ London and the U5

You are the

university and

teachers that
made me

=" whatl am

—5Suri, in a mail

totea chers at

Manipal Institute

of Technology

Madras HC quashes
¥2,400cr tax on telco

heMadrashighcourton

Tuesday quashed the
Rs2 400-crore value added tax
imposed on Mokia, However, the
court directed the company to
pay 10% of thetaxorRs240crare
asdepositwithin eightweeksto
the Tamil Nadu commercial
taxesdepartment, which
wouldnowre-assessthe
company'stax liability. P23

national citizen™ — born in
India, raisedin Kuwait, witha
caresr spanning Singapore,
Finland, the UK and Migeria.
“Whilethe fact thatmy pre-
ferred cricket team comes
from India may say something
about my roots, I now have
friends, family and colleagues
N ANy, Mmany couniries. Asa
result, I tend to focus more on

people than on place.”™

Early in his career, Suri
worked at ICL India and the
RPG Group He joined Mokia's
telecom business in India as a
svatern market ing manager in
1965 and became senior vice-
president of Nolia Metworks
Asia Pacific withina decade,

p The rghtperson’, P 24
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